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FULL DECK CONTROL

The following is a sleight whic’i [ developed after con-
siderable work and which I think will be of interest to
card men. [ wanted a false riffle shuffle that looked
natural and required no push or pull thrus or complete
covering by the hands. This shuffle is what eventually
evolved,

[ have shown this to numerous card men who were
told In advance what the shuffle would accomplish, yet
they questioned the fact that the whole deck was con-
trolled until they were shown in slow motion. I belleve
this to be a good recommendation for the deceptiveness
of the sleight, but a better recommendation for it is
that both Ed Marlo and Ed Balducci (two great card
men) showed enthusiasm over the shuffle. Here it is.

1. Holding the deck by the ends, thumbs on inner
side closer to outer corners, first fingers on top of the
deck and second and third fingers on the outer side,
strip out the middle portion ( about 20 cards)of the deck
with the right hand holding a break between the top and
bottom portions of the left hand half with the left thumb

(figure 1).

The top packet of the left hand portion should con-
tain 5 to 7 cards. ( I originally started with one card on
top but have found that more cards are better). Of
course, the break is only on the thumb side of the deck
as shown by the inset tc figure 1.

2. The two packets are now riffled together as in a
re r corner riffle at a wide angle, as follows, The
left hand drops a few cards first, follow by re r in-
terweaving of left and right to about 1/8 to 1/4 inch,
right holds back about 8 cards until left riffles to
break held by left thumb, then right drops its remain-
ing packet and pushes forward the top few cards to ex-
tent of about 1 inch corner coverage, left then drops
the remaining cards on top and in so doing angles
these cards to the left and front about 1/2 inch by push-
ing with the thumb and keeping the other fingers fairly
steady. The position of the cards at this point is de-
picted in figure 2.

3. The hands are now shifted to the ends of the pack-
ets as in a regular shuffle, {irst fingers on top of pack-
ets, and start to push the packets together. The left is

going clockwise, the right counter-clockwise, This ac-
tion causes the packets first to straighten out and then
go into a reverse angle, effecting the interwovan cards
to separate and by a lifting, tilting action of the thumbs
first and then the fingers of the right hand, the whole
right hand packet goes into the break at the front part
of the deck. Figure 3. The top left hand portion which
was at an angle as In flgure 2 covers this action in
the front.

4. The right and left hands continue pushing together,

the right hand portion at {irst going in slightly behind
the left (figure 4) until the right packet inner corner
hits the left thumb. The hand position is then changed.
The left forefinger goes to the center of the left side,
the left thumb goes to the protruding inner left corner
of the right packet., The right forefinger goes to the
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center of the right side, the right thumb to the right
rear side of the left portion. These four fingers are
the only ones touching the deck. They are then brought
together so that the left forefinger and thumb meet at
the left rear corner and right fingers at the right rear
corner, thus squaring the packet. This cquaring action
is familiar to card men.

This whole action should be simulated to a regular
corner riffle shuffle. [ believe the essentials are giv-
en here and the handling should be modified to cuit the
individual. In places where I have given numbers of
cards, they are just averages, and may vary each time
you do the shuffle.
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